September 30th, 2001
Hi Gavin

I have been following the news about the possible military action in Afghanistan or elsewhere. Seems that the US special forces along with the SAS Are already there scouting the area for possible land action later. I have also been listening to what the president has been saying. In his prepared speeches (written b others of course), he has been quite impressive. However, some of his impromptu comments have sounded more like the old Wild West cowboys with comments about wanted dead or alive and smoking them out of their holes. I am also glad that he is getting the ear of Colin Powell, one of the most cautious, more thoughtful and less hot-headed than some others (such as Donald Rumsfeld and his deputy Paul Wolfowiz, both of who are well-known ‘hawks’). The fear is that Bush may get the country into something that causes even bigger problems than exist now. He will have to be careful how Moslem people and countries are treated as they do have valid grouches over US policies. For example, Bush must be very careful that any attack on Afghanistan does not hurt the civilian population who are innocent and many of whom are already suffering enough.


Not too much happening in HK. Have written very little in my diary this week, in contrast to the previous week. This is a 4-day holiday weekend. Monday, October 1st is National day (and also Nana’s birthday) while Tuesday is the mid-autumn festival. Many people have crossed into China for the weekend. Heard on the radio a few minutes ago that a group of people on a KCR train last night highjacked it at Sheung Shui, its destination, and forced it to go on to the border crossing at Lowu so they could cross over into China. However, they got there after the 11:30 p.m. closing so many of them camped out for the night there! 


There has been another tourist bus accident in China involving HK tourists. Last Sunday a tourist bus passing through a narrow gorge plunged into a swollen river. About 9-12 HK tourists drowned or missing. The driver was proceeding cautiously and the accident was caused by the driver of a car who tried to overtake, hit the side of the gorge and crashed into the side of the bus, pushing it off the road. 


An official ceremony was held in the City Hall yesterday to commemorate the terrorist attack on September 11th. The HK Government had done nothing and it received a lot of criticism because of this. Even then, the ceremony was organised by the American Chamber of Commerce. Last Sunday, a special service was held at St John’s cathedral. 


As in the US, there was concern that the airport may have had to close down last Tuesday over the issue of increased insurance rates for airlines. But like the US and other governments, the HK government stepped in and offered insurance for one month. Cathay Pacific Airways managed to arrange its own insurance, thus sparing the public from this expense. 


Did a full week of exercise this past week with 3 swims and 2 sessions in the gym. Swims felt good. But did much less than normal in the gym. I am also looking for another swimsuit to replace those Leonie bought me a few years ago. Very difficult to find any shops that sell swimsuits!

I am also quite busy with books. The sample chapters I was working on for the Brunei Primary science tender are finished and the Singapore company sent me a copy. (based on the previous Brunei experience, I was not too keen about doing this as there is a lot of work involved for very little return.) Also, have to proof-read a Chemistry revision book I did a few years ago for Singapore. It too will provide very little financial return. Then there is the revision of the HK Chemistry book due to a syllabus change which not new but just to replace the present book.


Do you still follow what happens to the All Blacks? Again they came second to Australia in the tri-nations series. They lost the last game to Australia in the last minute by 29 – 26 (I think).


Haven’t heard anything else from NZ so assume that Nana is not too bad.


Have you discovered that I have deposited $500 into your bank account? Try and spend it carefully as with the present tough financial times I am not getting much new income. But There is still enough to help you with important expenses such as education.  

That’s about it for now. Thinking of you.

Love

Dad
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